EARTH-MOTHER
activity of an arch-fiend and his countless myrmidons, to whose service sorcerers, wizards and witches had bound themselves, bartering their souls as payment for power to work black magic on their fellow-creatures. So it sufficed that ignorant and frightened victims accused some poor, humpbacked, squinting old woman of casting on them the evil eye, and damagingjtheir person or property, to secure her trial by torture, and her condemnation to a cruel, unpitied death. Among the delusions which have wrought havoc on mankind, making life one long nightmare, and adding to mental anguish the infliction of death in horrible form upon a multitude whose vast total can never be known, there is probably none comparable, for its bitter fruits, with this belief in the activity of evil spirits.
13 Evolu-     Although the  "feare of things in-
tion of   visible " has never left the heart of Idea of Benevolent man, there came a time, far back in
EartlH~   his   history,   when   the   burden   was
Mother,   lightened  by  the  feeling  that  there
were " kind gods who perfect what man vainly
tries."   Was it then, or when was it, that laughter
was born, that " sudden glory,55 as Hobbes de-